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Parish of St Holy Trinity, Coleman’s Hatch

Activity risk assessment - including holidays and trips


Activity: Baptisms within a service (see risk assessment for a service separately)
Date of first risk assessment: 09/02/2026
Location: Holy Trinity Church, Coleman’s Hatch					              Time/frequency: For every baptism service
Name of leader with responsibility: Rev Canon Julie Sear                                                         Date to be reviewed: February 2027


	What are the hazards?
	Who might be harmed and how?
	What are you already doing?
	Do you need to do anything else to manage this risk?
	Action by whom?
	Action by when?
	Done

	Uneven Flooring around the font.
	Anyone with access to the building
General Public
	Any signs are up and visible

	Admin to make a sign if needed
	warden
	Before every service
	

	Candles alight and held during the baptism
	Risk of fire,



Risk of burns
	Candle holders are asked to handle the candles with care and avoid flammable materials. 

The candles are only alight for the period required for the service and immediately extinguished.

Only new candles are used

Candles are only given to responsible adults to hold

Parents/carers are responsible for their children and are to supervise them.
	Change candles when needed













Remind children if they are near candles not to touch them and direct them away from the candles.
	Rector 



Rector





Rector



parents / carers
	During preparation for baptism

During every baptism



During every baptism

During every baptism
	

	Anyone being hurt on movement to and from the Font

	Slip trips, trips, falls, burns
	First aid kit is available and easily accessible.

Rector informs and directs family and friends to ensure orderly and timely movements.

Parents/carers are responsible for their children.
	Make sure everything is up to date in the first aid kit, nothing is missing.
	Warden


Rector



Parents/carer
	Before and during each service
	

	Font
	Slipping on spilt water

Dropping small child when lifting at font or hitting on the edge of the font, especially when wriggling or crying
	Care taken to only move water within the font

Rector to indicate any spillages

Rector to ensure tight hold of child and to be sure of surroundings

Sufficient space around the font will be ensured before baptism starts
	

	Rector


Rector

Rector



Rector
	Before and during baptism at font
	

	Removing and replacing Font Lid
	Person removing and replacing lid hurting themselves or someone else when lifting it.

It falling and hurting someone when not in place on the font.
	Ensuring enough people are used to move the lid and are trained in how to remove and replace it.

Ensuring no one is in the vicinity when moving the lid around the church.


Ensuring it is placed in a safe place away from the congregation during the service and when not on the font
	
	Wardens




Wardens




Wardens
	Prior to a baptism service


Prior to and after a baptism service

Prior to a baptism service
	

	Flowers (if not resident florist)
	Slips from watering of the flowers, tripping over flower stands
	Meeting is held with florist to indicate where to locate flowers in a safe position.

Any spillages noted will be cleared


Parents/carers are responsible for their children
	
	Rector/warden



Warden



Parents/carers
	Before every baptism

Before every baptism

During baptism service
	






Signed……………………………………………………..     Date ………………………………………...
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